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Synopsis

Only when the Church enacts its scandalous Jesus-centered tradition will it truly be the body of
Christ and transform the world. Twenty-five years after its first appearance, Resident Aliens remains
a prophetic vision of how the Church can regain its vitality, battle its malaise, reclaim its capacity to
nourish souls, and stand firmly against the illusions, pretensions, and eroding values of today’s
world. Resident Aliens discusses the nature of the church and its relationship to surrounding culture.
It argues that churches should focus on developing Christian life and community rather than
attempting to reform secular culture. Stanley Hauerwas and William H. Willimon reject the idea that
America is a Christian nation; instead, Christians should see themselves as "resident aliens" in a
foreign land. According to Hauerwas and Willimon, the role of Christians is not to transform
government but to live lives that model the love of Christ. Rather than try to convince others to
change their ethics, Christians should model a new set of ethics that are grounded in the life, death,

and resurrection of Christ.
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Customer Reviews

Stanley Hauerwas is the Gilbert T. Rowe Professor Emeritus of Divinity and Law at theA Divinity
School at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.A He has written a voluminous number of
articles, authored and edited many books, and has been the subject of other theologians’ writing
and interest. He has been a board member of the Society of Christian Ethics, Associate Editor of a
number of Christian journals and periodicals, and aA frequent lecturer at campuses across the

country.Feeling most at home behind a pulpit, Will Willimona ™s deepest calling is to be a preacher



and truth-teller of Jesus Christ. He is Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke
University Divinity School and retired Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of The United
Methodist Church, after serving for 20 years as faculty member and Dean of the Chapel at Duke
University. He lives in Durham, North Carolina.Will Willimon has published many books, including
his preaching subscription service on MinistryMatters.com, Pulpit Resource, and Fear of the Other:

No Fear in Love, both published by Abingdon Press.

| am challenged by reading this book. Not "l was challenged", because the challenge continues into
the "living" long after the reading is completed. One does not have to be in agreement with every

point the writer submits, to realize what a powerful Study this book is.

Incredible book, challenged a lot of my ideas, brought up preconceptions | wasn’t even aware that |
had

This is a great book.

Great book. This is the 25th anniversary edition, but still extremely timely.

This pair of writers (a famous theologian and a famous pastor and bishop) team up to lay down
some thought-provoking analysis of the American church. It's the kind of book you need to read
twice, just to catch everything it is throwing at you. Lots of pithy one-liners, along with a perspective
that challenges the conventional Left versus Right understanding of theological viewpoints. If you're
a Christian believer who is struggling to be "in the world but not of the world," this book will be
helpful.At points, | wished that the authors would have slowed down a little and explained just

exactly what they meant by particular arguments. But overall, | benefited greatly from this book.

An excellent book filled with vibrant and exciting examples!

Using this book in a group dedicated to theology study and discussion.

A classic in Christian pacifism and criticism of Imperial America
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